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   Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to the worship of this community of faith.  As we sing, pray 
and study God’s word together may we strengthen each other’s faith in the 
saving power of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to be a Christian by yourself! 
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Be sure your cell phone is  
turned off during services….  

Unless you are expecting a call from GOD! 
 

 
 

Hearing assist devices are available at the sound booth.  The wheel at the top 
adjusts the volume.  When turned on, the light on top should be green.  If it is 
red, please place the device in the basket on the counter in the sound booth 
and take another.   Thank you! 

 

 

 

We prepare to Worship 
 
 
 

There is no Prelude on this solemn day.  
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our 
journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in today's readings, 
now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of 
God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and 
resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. 
What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new 
beginning, in which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. With 
the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the 
springtime Easter feast to come. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY LITANY (Please stand) 
 
Psalm 51: 1-17   (read responsively) 
 
R Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.                    
C 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  
 
R 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
C 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 

sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 
 
R 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 

conceived me. 
C 6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me 

wisdom in that secret place. 
 
R 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 

whiter than snow. 
C 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed 

rejoice. 
 
R 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
C 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me. 
 
R 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from 

me. 
C 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing 

spirit, to sustain me. 
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R 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn 
back to you. 

C 14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God 
my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

 
R 15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
C 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take 

pleasure in burnt offerings. 
 
R 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart 

you, God, will not despise. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P With confidence in Jesus’ grace and glory, let us silently confess our 

sins before God and one another. 
 
Pause for silence and reflection 
 
P God of mercy, 

C Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we so often fail you in 

day to day living. Our commitment is shaky, our promises are 

unreliable, and our actions are questionable. We quit when 

discipleship becomes difficult and complain that we don’t get enough 

credit. Forgive us our neglect of your mission and our lukewarm 

devotion and wake us up to the urgency of your gospel. 

P God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of life 

forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy of discipleship and service, 

for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord. Amen. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 
When ashes are to be imposed, those who desire to receive ashes come 
forward.  The ministers apply ashes to the forehead of each person with the 
words: 
 Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
After all who desire ashes have received them, the minister leads the 
congregation in the conclusion of the confession. 
 
P God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of life 

forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy of discipleship and service, 

for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord.  

C  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
C Holy God, Our humanity is ever present to us on this somber day. 

May we follow you closely in this walk towards Jerusalem and learn 
from the faithfulness of Jesus our savior. Amen. 
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LESSON: PSALM 5: 1-8 
 
R  1 Give ear to my words, O LORD; 
     give heed to my sighing. 
C 2 Listen to the sound of my cry, 
     my King and my God, 
     for to you I pray. 
R 3 O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; 
     in the morning I plead my case to you, and watch. 
C 4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 
     evil will not sojourn with you. 
R 5 The boastful will not stand before your eyes; 
     you hate all evildoers. 
C 6 You destroy those who speak lies; 
     the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful. 
R 7 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 

     will enter your house, 
I will bow down toward your holy temple 
    in awe of you. 

C 8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness 
     because of my enemies; 
     make your way straight before me. 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 9: 51-62 

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did 
not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his 
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”[a] 55 But he 
turned and rebuked them. 56 Then[b] they went on to another village. 57 As 
they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To 
another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury 
my father.” 60 But Jesus[c] said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; 
but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will 
follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus 
said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of God.” 

 
P The words of Jesus 
C Rejoice and be glad, because great is our reward in heaven.  
 
 
THE TEACHING  “Travelers or Tourists???”     Pastor Bill Timm 
 
  
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+9%3A+51-62&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25348a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+9%3A+51-62&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25350b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+9%3A+51-62&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25354c
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 319 
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THE PRAYERS 
 
P We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

P We all allow worries and distractions to consume us from time to time. 

Keep us focused on you and teach us to trust that we will be led, step by 

step, through all adversity and challenge. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P May the reminder of our human limitations humble us but not drive us 

to despair. May the frailty of this existence compel us to live each day 

that we are given to the fullest. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P There is now no turning back the clock on the state to which we’ve 

brought this earth through our negligence and lack of imagination. But 

lead us to explore and discover new pathways to restoration and 

preservation of what remains, for the sake of creation and our future 

existence within it. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us when we don’t make time for those who truly need us, O 

Lord, and turn us away from our trivial concerns and towards the world 

around us. Bless all those in need of your healing. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 
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P All the saints who have gone before us now rest in your eternal glory. 

Make us worthy to join them on that day when we are called to our 

heavenly home. Faithful God, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your loving 

arms. Teach us to put our trust in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
       the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
          of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
          the only Son of God, 
          eternally begotten of the Father, 
          God from God, Light from Light, 
          true God from true God, 
          begotten, not made, 
          of one Being with the Father. 
          Through him all things were made. 
          For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven; 
          by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
          and was made man. 
 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
     
On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
          who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
          With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
          He has spoken through the prophets. 
          We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
          We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
          We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
 
 
THE OFFERING (will be received in the offering plates at each door)  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
C God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with  

words of grace and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we   
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P There is work to be done, but first we stop and eat.  Let us now 

prepare to receive the blessing of our Lord’s blood and body, which 
will be for us strength before the journey, and nourishment alongside 
our fellow travelers.  Come to the table. 

 
C Amen. 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  (THIS PAGE AND NEXT PAGE)  
ELW 802  & ELW 803 
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ELW 812 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
C God of our pilgrimage, in this meal you nourish us with the gifts of 

faith and hope.  Sustain us on our journey that, refreshed by your 
grace, we may reach the promised land, the Easter feast of victory 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 BENEDICTION 
 
P The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of 

the cross, and the guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of the 
world, + be among you and remain with you forever.   

 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  ELW 818 

 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 

No Postlude on this Solemn Day 
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNE is extended to all who believe in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Please sign the attendance slip found in the 
pew box and put it in the offering plate during the offering.  Children are 
invited to come forward for a blessing. 
Our midweek services for the next five Wednesday’s will be at 6:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
Holy Week Schedule: 
 
March 28 Palm Sunday   7:45am & 9:30am  
April 1 Maundy Thursday Service  6:00 p.m.  

April 2    Good Friday Service   6:00 p.m. 

April 4 Easter Sunday    7:00am & 9:30am  

  Easter Breakfast is served at 8:00 a.m. 
 
TODAYS WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 
 
Usher: Diane Lee      Greeter/Communion: Jerry Taylor      Reader: Michelle Cegon 

 
 From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26302. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 or reprinted from Service book and Hymnal, copyright 1958.  Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11751-L. 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license 

#11752-E. 
Cover page – Reprinted from Icon Two:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

Now the Feast of Celebration used by permission.  © Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  
International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. Printed in U.S.A.  Copyright 2008 

Blue Letter Bible. "Genesis 1 - Revised Standard Version." Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2009. 6 Jan 2009 
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What about Ash Wednesday? 
 

Do you know the symbolism of Ash Wednesday? 
 

From ancient times, ashes have been used as a symbol of mourning, 
penitence, grief and humiliation.  In His pain and sorrow, Job “sat among 
the ashes” (Job 2:8).  The Old Testament book of Numbers and the New 
Testament book of Hebrews indicate that ashes were also used for 
purification (see Numbers 19:17 and Hebrews 9:13). 

 

Christians have had an old tradition of using ashes made from the palm 
branches used on the last Palm Sunday.  Priests and Ministers have 
often used the ashes to make the sign of the cross on a believer’s 
forehead as part of the Ash Wednesday ceremony. 

 

The ashes symbolize the Christian’s intent to repent of sins, to accept 
purification from the Lord, and to make a public witness of one’s faith in 
Christ as Lord and Savior.  

 

Since Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, the ashes symbolize one’s 
intention to deepen his or her spiritual life.  Lent is a time for spiritual 
renewal and growth in dedication and service.   

 

We urge your attendance and encourage you to invite a friend to come 
with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
Please make a right turn out of the driveway onto 40th Street!  Left turns 

will hold up traffic and cause people to lose any religious good that 

happened in the last hour! 

 


